Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
*Hymn -                     “We Are God’s People”              Page 283                          
   *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                

   *Extinguishing of candles


 *Postlude  
Worship Service: We welcome you today June 18, 2023, Father’s Day/Third Sunday after Pentecost!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are sponsored by Ann Hale in loving memory of her husband Tom.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS: June 18th - Dale Faust, Christine Campbell, Bonita Heddings. June 25th and July 2nd - Gary & Sharon Fetterhoff, and 3rd person to be announced; July 9th and 16th - Ann Hale, Ken Bechtel, 3rd person to be announced.
ANNOUNCERS: June 18th & 25th - Marie Herb; July 2nd - Marie Herb; July 9th - Bridget Campbell; July 16th - Sue Faust; July 23rd - Seth Guertin; July 30th  - Marie Herb.
LAY READERS: June 18th - Scott Miller; June 25th - Carol Knight; July 2 - Sue Faust. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: June 18th & 25th - Ed Dobbin; July 2nd & 9th - Sharon Fetterhoff; July 16 & 23rd - To be announced. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  The Adult Sunday School class is studying “The Chosen” Season One.  We will begin Season Two of “The Chosen” after we finish Season One. Please join us.
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                                  June 18, 2023

Father’s Day/ Third Sunday After Pentecost

    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

June 18, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 
Father’s Day/Third Sunday After Pentecost 

    (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                      Marie Herb                   

L:  All creation belongs to God, and all people.
P:  But many people do not know God; and many others do not love him as they ought.
L:  Many reject or ignore God, because he calls his people to live holy lives.
P:  We do not want to be self-righteous. But we desire to be more holy in accordance with God’s will
L:  Come! Let us worship!

      *Hymn -        “This Is My Father’s World”        Page 258   
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Almighty God, ruler of us all: forgive our shortcomings as individuals, as a church, and as a nation; purify our hearts to see and love the truth; grant us wisdom and steadfastness for the facing of these days; and bring us at last to your kingdom whose foundations are mercy, justice, and goodwill, and whose builder and maker you are; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 100:1-5 (Responsive)                                  
  L: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 
P: Serve the Lord with gladness!
L: Come into his presence with singing!
P: Know that the Lord, he is God!
L: It is he who made us, and we are his;
P: we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
L: Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
P: and his courts with praise!
L:  Give thanks to him; bless his name!
P: For the Lord is good;.
L: his steadfast love endures forever,
P: and his faithfulness to all generations.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

 We believe in God the Creator of all, known to us through perfect love, who has called forth a people of faith. We believe in Jesus Christ, the Word become flesh, crucified and resurrected, our Savior from sin, our peace, and Lord of the church. We believe in the Holy Spirit, poured out on all believers, our source of inspiration and power. We respond to Christ in faith as the church, the community sustained by the Spirit, called to proclaim and witness to the kingdom of God. We accept God’s call to live in the Spirit as faithful disciples, practicing purity, stewardship, justice and peace, and loving friend and enemy. We believe in God’s everlasting reign, in victory over evil, in the resurrection of the dead, in Christ’s coming again in judgment and glory. To God be praise forever and ever. Amen.
Hymn -                 “Faith of Our Fathers”                  Page 279
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:          Exodus 19:2-8a (Pg. 11 N.T. Pew Bible) 
                                        Scott Miller, Lay Reader  
          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:          “We Are God’s Treasured Possessions”     
Dedication of Offering 
     CHURCH CALENDAR
June 18 - Father’s Day - 

                 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
June 25 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
June 26 - 7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee

July   2 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
              Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Terri Herb, Seth Guertin

MEAL FOR ARCHAEOLOGY STUDENTS: Helpers are wanted to help make a meal on Monday June 19 for the Archaeology students at Fort Halifax. Please see Marie Herb after church if you are available to help. 
COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Wednesday, June 21st at 7:00PM.

GATHER 2023 - E.C.C. NATIONAL CONFERENCE will be held Wednesday, June 28th thru Saturday, July 1st. It is virtually and in person (Garden Grove, California) this year. Pastor Kris will be our delegate and she will do GATHER 2023 virtually.  She will preach at Valleys on Sunday, July 2nd.
NO ELDERS OR DEACONS MEETINGS IN JULY.

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process.

ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall in June.

GIRL SCOUTS do not meet over the summer.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
          PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Pat Buckler, (Diane Shaffer’s friend, Surgery on June 26); *Randy Byerly, (Hosp., Matt Byerly’s dad); Dennis & Janette Leitzel & Family; Diane Shaffer; Barbara & Dennis Croutharmel; Gloria Duttry; Ed Dobbin; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver;  Neva Cichy;  Marissa Faust; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett;  Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Dawne Wilks; Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike & Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s brother-in-law); Kelly Shutt; Sarah Stromberg, (Carol Knight’s friend); Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer, (Charlie Shertzer’s sister-in-law); Will Porter, (Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend); John Shoop; Chuck Bisking; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
       2023 “Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale 
   We are collecting donations for the Back-to-School Yard Sale. More donations are needed. Last year we helped a total of 151 students, with 17 families returning to shop after the yard sale and we took 55 students shopping for “First Day Fresh Impressions” program.

Yard Sale is When:     

          Friday August 4th (10:00AM to 7:00PM) 

            Saturday Aug. 5th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) 
 Where:

           At The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

            3682 Peters Mountain Rd. Halifax, PA 17032
      Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, 

      School supplies - book bags, crayons, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), are being accepted.  
      Deadline for donations is Sunday, July 30th. 


Donation boxes are at Valleys ECC and Halifax Area High School, Middle School and Elementary School offices. 

      Helpers are needed to setup tables and sort clothing from July 12th to August 3rd. (Anyone who wishes to help presort clothing before July 11th is welcome to help, call church office.) 

     Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 4th and 5th.   (2 or 3 hour shifts) 

    Clothing racks are also needed.  Please call the church office if you have a rack to lend for the yard sale. (We will need them from July 11th until after the yard sale.)

     We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”. 

 If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for June 18, 2023

Invocation:

O Lord, as we come to worship today, we welcome You into our presence.  We ask for the confidence of faith that we may recognize You and approach You without distractions.  Fill us with the assurance of Your presence and a certainty of Your love.  In Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Psalm 100, Exodus 19:2-8a
Sermon:


“We Are God’s Treasured Possessions”

Good morning, and may I take this opportunity to wish all our fathers a Happy Father’s Day. 

From today’s Old Testament we read in verse 5, “Now, if you obey me and keep my covenant, you will be my own people.”  Other translation say, “treasured possessions.”

Some of you may find this verse difficult to accept.  It’s easy to read and it’s easy to be convincing, but to let it sink into our hearts, sometimes it’s difficult.  But think how our lives would be so different if we fully accepted God’s message.   I think we would be more jovial, and we should be happier, because we would know there is a God watching over us ever second of the day, guiding and directing us.

That is what the bible says, in the Old Testament, that we are His treasured possessions.  The apostle Paul also reminds us in Romans 14:8, “If we live, it is for the Lord that we live, and if we die, it is for the Lord that we die.  So whether we live or die we belong to the Lord.”  We belong to the Lord!

Our reading this morning is from the book of Exodus, the second book in the Bible, where the children of Israel fled from rule of Egypt to the Promised Land in Canaan.  Verse 2 reads, “After they set out from Rephidim, (Refidim), they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain.”  The original translation tells us they broke camp there, traveled a distance, and they made camp again.  However these Israelites didn’t know it yet, but this would become their routine for the next 40 years as they would wander in the wilderness. They routinely would break camp, gather up all of their belongings and march for a day or so.  Then they would camp there a short time and then move on time after time for 40 years.

Now this may sound simple, but if you consider that there were over 600,000 men in this camp according to Numbers 1:46, and add the women and children, we have well over 1 million people. That is a large camp to break up in the morning, move and settle down again.  And then as they settled, they try to get the best spot, probably beside water, if there was water.  Today we read that the Israelites have come to a mountain and camped in front of it, and we know from later verses that this is Mount Sinai where Moses was later given the Ten Commandments.  Verse 3 goes on to say, “. . . and Moses went up to the mountain to meet with God.  The Lord called to him from the mountain and told him to say to the Israelites, Jacob’s descendants: . . .”  And then in verse 4 it says, “You saw what I the Lord did to the Egyptians and how I carried you as an eagle carries her young on her wings, and brought you here to me.”

These people had witnessed first-hand the plagues and all the other inflictions the Lord placed on the Egyptian.  They even witnessed the parting of the Red Sea and the killing or drowning of the Egyptian army, the greatest nation on the earth at that time, and basically, the Lord had “carried them on eagle’s wings”.   The Lord had said, “I brought you here to me.”  So can you see the similarity with the New Testament, where because of the death of Jesus, we have been bought by God or brought to God for Himself.  And just like us it took the Israelites ages to realize and accept this.  Like us they too had called out to God for his help as they realized how much they needed it, and by doing so, the Lord drew Himself closer to them and kept them close.  But God goes on to tell them why He did this in verse 5 - “Now, if you will obey me and keep my covenant, you will be my own people.”  

Again, that is a powerful verse in many ways.  At that time Egypt was a great nation and the children of Israel were just slaves.  But the Lord looked at the children of Israel as His treasured possession, His chosen people who believed in Him.  And then he added, “The whole earth is mine . . .”   And verse 6 goes one to say, “. . . a people dedicated to me alone, and you will serve me as priests.”  The Israelites or Jews were to become a kingdom of priests, a holy nation, and one nation of the world chosen from among all the other nations by God Himself, to be his treasured possession.

We also know it wasn’t easy sailing because even here the Jews had to endure hardships and we know they grumbled and complained all through the wilderness.  But we also know that God did deliver them into the Promised Land and we can all relate to that because we too feel at times that God is a long way off and even deserting us at times.  But somehow as we look back, we seem to come through and we cringe thinking about what could have happened had God not intervened.  

Many times we also don’t listen to the warning signs and that is when God is then forced to intervene.  I am not saying we have chosen our particular paths for bad reasons.  We have all walked paths that we are comfortable with, paths we feel safe and convinced that we are doing the right thing.  Then all of a sudden, the Lord intervenes and says I don’t want you to go that way anymore, go this way, and forget everything that you have just achieved.  And you say “WHAT?”  This is what the Lord does, and it’s never easy, but eventually years later, we see that it has all been for the best.

Be honest – has that happened to you?  God intervenes directly in our lives and changes our direction as to where He wants us to go.   We ask God to intervene in our lives all the time and to change things, and when He does, we do the same as the Israelites did.  We grumble and complain all the way.  We want God’s blessings but, we want them on our terms.  But how much easier it would be if we would just surrender our will to Him.   God draws us close to Himself with his love and kindness, a love which lasts forever and surpasses our shortcomings and our sinfulness.

Verse 7 says, “So Moses went down and called the Leaders of the people together and told them everything that the Lord had commanded him.” Yes Moses reminded the elders of their past and reminded them how the Lord draws them close to Himself.  This appears all very good as it goes onto say in verse 8, “Then all the people answered together, ‘We will do everything that the Lord has said,’ and Moses reported this to the Lord.”

You know, this sounds so good and it would have been good to stop right there but we know it didn’t because we know the story goes a few verses later into chapter 20 where Moses returns from the mountain with the Ten Commandments only to watch the people worshipping a golden calf.  They had obviously forgotten all about being God’s treasured possession along with being a nation of priests.  And they had forgotten in a very short time that they had said, “ . . . We will do everything that the Lord has said.”

How often do we forget our pledges to the Lord?  So that is one reason why we should come to church on a Sunday.  We come just in case we forget that we do belong to the Lord.  And that if we do forget, we will be reminded that the Lord will allow us to go down a wrong path for a while, before painfully correcting us and putting us back on course.  Our God says, "You are mine . . . You belong to me,” and we need to constantly remind ourselves of that.  We therefore need to be thankful that the Lord draws us close, and that we are to stay close to Him by continuing in his word by reading it, and by hearing it, and by studying it.

The Lord would say to us this morning that we as believers are His treasured possession, His kingdom of priests and His holy nation. We are the ones that he loves with an everlasting love. We are the ones that have been taken out of the darkness and brought into the light, so that we may continue in this light to do his will.

The apostle Peter himself summed this up in his letter in I Peter 2:9 ... almost quoting these same words from Moses way back in Exodus, “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that you should show forth the praises of him who has called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”  He’s called us into a marvelous light.  What does light do?  It allows you to see and it allows others to see you.  We are to be a reflection of Christ in this world.  Mathew 5:16, records Jesus saying, "… let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”  
So this week or next week or anytime we may feel forgotten by the Lord, or forsaken by others, remember that the Lord Himself has said that you are my treasured possession.   I have drawn you close to My heart.  And it’s not just for ourselves, but also for others.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Eternal God our Heavenly Father, on this Father’s Day, it’s a joy to acknowledge that You are the Father we have always longed for and needed.  We thank You for Your watchful care, the provisions You have made and Your eternal presence with us.  Thank You for saving us through the grace of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Thank You for promising to complete the work You began in us, and for always disciplining us in love, even when it hurts.   

On this day we are grateful for the gift of our earthly fathers.  We thank you for the many ways our fathers have shaped us, for their example and their love.  We pray for relationships between fathers and children that are strained and broken.  We know that life is not always kind and fair.  Help us to celebrate the memories of the good times, but also to let go of pain, forgiving generously, knowing that we only have today and cannot change the past.

We pray for the mission of Your church throughout the world.  We pray that You would bless the missions of the Valleys – the Community Meals and the Back to School Yard Sale that they may be a blessing to families and many children in this community.  

Today we pray for those with physical problems and needs.  Lord, You know each of our needs.  And You know how to meet us right exactly at the point of their individual need.  Please assure us of your love and concern for all.  Those discouraged need to be uplifted and encouraged.  May they be reminded of something from Your Word, or maybe a verse in a hymn, or ever a word of assurance from a friend.

Lord, we pray for our government.  They need you and the influence of the Holy Spirit. May there be a revival in our nation of righteousness and truth that will defeat the powers of evil and turn hearts to you.

And now we pray that You would look clearly into our hearts as we lift our prayers to You in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen.”

Benediction:
You are God’s creation, God’s loving handiwork, and the focus of His presence here on earth.  May His love for the world be made present through your life; and the blessing of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you now and always.  Amen.

